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12 March 2021

The Mark Drakeford interview: The plans for gyms,
pubs, shops, travel and sport as Wales eases lockdown
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First Minister Mark Drakeford spoke in detail about why he had made the choices he is

setting out today (Friday, March 12) on how to ease lockdown in Wales
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Mark Drakeford says the latest ONS figures suggest Wales has the lowest rate of 
coronavirus in the UK

First Minister Mark Drakeford will today announce an ending of the "stay home" rules in 
Wales but will instead impose a "stay local" rule.

In a detailed interview with WalesOnline he has explained how this rule will work for 
people in Wales as well as his thoughts on household bubbles, reopening hospitality and 
when gyms will return.

He has also spoken of when international flights may resume from Cardiff Airport saying 
that in Boris Johnson's English lockdown plan, no flights will resume before May 17 and 
no flights in Wales will resume before that date.

Mr Drakeford is giving the Welsh Government press conference at 12.15pm on Friday and 
you can follow live updates from that here.

WalesOnline : Is it fair to say that with the five-mile-rule is the same as what 
we saw in June where if you live rurally and your shop is 20 miles away you 
have a 20 mile rule?

Mark Drakeford: Yes absolutely that. The regulations will say “stay local” but the 
interpretation of that needs to be done in people's own circumstances. Living in Cardiff 
you will be able to reach a shop or chemist within 5 miles whereas in other parts of Wales 
you would have to travel further.

If I live near the English border can I travel into England? Once I'm there do I 
have to just follow the English rules?

Yes, you would be able to travel across the border but once you have crossed the border 
you would have to observe the rules there and the rules there will not be stay local, they 
will still be “stay at home”. So I'm afraid you wouldn't get very far across the border.

How long will stay local rules last? Are we looking at until Easter?

Just over two weeks is the hope because by March 29, providing things keep continuing to 
improve and I really do have to keep saying that, we will move from stay local to people 
being able to travel anywhere in Wales.

Subscribe to the Wales Matters newsletter

Wales Matters delivers the best of WalesOnline's coverage of politics, health, education, 
current affairs and local democracy straight to your inbox.
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What is your message to people in cities who may have more stuff within five 
miles but they have been able to reach it throughout the whole pandemic by 
walking or cycling. Many of the parks in cities are very crowded. Can you 
explain why it would be more damaging for them to be able to travel 20 
miles? Why does the length of time in the car matter when they can't do 
anything indoors when they arrive anyway?

The reason is is that we are trying to reopen Welsh society and the Welsh economy 
carefully, cautiously and step-by-step. This means you've got to do the least risky things 
first. You have to assess whether they're having any adverse effect on the circulation of the 
virus. Even staying local will mean there are more risks to people than when they had to 
stay at home.

There is a new variant of this disease everywhere in Wales in the Kent variant and we have 
no real world way of knowing how that will behave.

We have to do it in stages with the safest things first and if we can make a success of that 
we can do more.

In two weeks or so people will be able to travel further. I think the stay local message will 
be welcome. I have had correspondence from people living in Barry who say to me that 
they can see the sea every day from their own house but they can't get to it because it's 
three miles away and they can't walk there. They are frustrated about that whereas now 
they will be able to make that journey. Everything we do adds a bit to the risk.

When can children's outdoor sport restart?

From the 27th of March we will be reopening organised children's activities over the 
Easter holidays. We continue to talk with the people who are responsible for that as to the 
extent of it but I am wanting to send a signal today to the people who do provide organised 

outdoor activities for children that they can begin to think about that and prepare for that.

We will be talking to them how that can be best delivered if circumstances continue to to 
improve. I want children in the school holidays to have things that they can do.

Can you explain why kids cannot meet to play sport at the moment but adults 
could play a contact sport like basketball?

Our top priority is to get children back to school to face-to-face education. The advice that 
we have had from the very beginning is that the safest way to do that is in stages. Up to 
40% of children are already back in school and as of Monday there will be a big increase
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in that with all primary aged children and children in secondary school sitting

examinations being back in the classroom. Doing it step-by-step does give us a bit of

headroom to do other things.

We are able to allow people who can, in their local area, from two households, use outdoor

sporting facilities and that includes basketball courts but it's only 4 people and it's only

from two households.

Video: We will end the stay at home rule

'We Will End The Stay At Home Rule' - Welsh First Minister Mark Drakeford Explains

How Wales Will Move Out Of Lockdown

Volume 90%

'We Will End The Stay At Home Rule' - Welsh First Minister Mark Drakeford Explains

How Wales Will Move Out Of Lockdown

Can you explain why you are prioritising hairdressers? Given the health

benefits for reopening places like gyms why have you decided to prioritise

hairdressers?

This is because we are trying to start with the safest things first. We want it to reopen

Welsh businesses and get life back to more normality.

We are also trying to follow the pattern as we did last year because that pattern was

successful. This is exactly what we did last year, we opened hairdressers and barbers first

and then had a couple of weeks to make sure that that was going well and we were not

seeing the virus back in circulation. Then other close contact services will able to resume

from the 12th of April providing these first steps go well.

There is evidence that it is less risky to be in a hairdressers than other close contact

services because the person is standing behind you. We are not breathing towards each

other and we know that when people are in face-to-face contact then the chances of the

virus passing between people is greater. With the Kent variant, it could be 70% more risky

than it was this time last year. Starting with the things with the least risk and building on

that is how we will be doing it

.
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Mark Drakeford explains how Welsh Government would consider reopening outdoor

hospitality, the wedding sector and gyms

There is no mention of gyms in the announcement. Is it fair to assume that

gyms won't even be considered for reopening until April 12?

I think that is pretty accurate. I will be saying today the things beyond the 12th of April we

will be thinking about. Leisure centres and gyms will be on the list of things that we are

thinking about for that second half of April.

I've been reading evidence recently that says we shouldn't treat all gyms the same. Up

until now that is what we have done, we have treated gyms as a class. We have kept either

all of them closed or all of them open. The evidence I have been reading says that gyms

that are well ventilated, have large premises and are modern have risks which are at the

modest end under spectrum. If they are carefully run the risks can be mitigated.

Gyms that are small, a bit old-fashioned, have not much ventilation and lots of people

close by one another have risks that are likely to be significantly greater. I want to use the

weeks ahead to talk with our environmental health officers and the sector to work out if

we can have a more differentiated approach to reopening gyms rather than it being all or

nothing.

What is the plan for reopening hospitality?

The further away you go from today the more uncertain things become. We will be

considering in the second half of April the first reopening of hospitality where hospitality

can operate outdoors.
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It will not be that no hospitality is operating or all hospitality operating. In the same step-

by-step way we are bringing children back to school we will take the same approach to

hospitality as well. Let's look to see what the safest things are and see if we can open them

first. If we make a success of that we may be able to do more.

I want it to be part of the menu of things that we consider in the second half of April.

There are no announcements for increased household bubbles right now.

Are there plans to extend household bubbles in the near future?

The three things I will be signalling for the second half of April is whether we can do more

for households getting together, whether or not we can open gyms and leisure centres and

whether or not outdoor hospitality can resume.

It won't be before then. Mixing indoors is the most risky thing that we can do and we

know that some of the difficulties we got into before Christmas were from excessive

household mixing. So it won't be before mid April but it will be on the list of things to

think about in the second half of April.

On supermarkets, the announcement suggests that supermarkets will be able

to sell non-essential items from March 22 but non-essential shops can't open

until April 12? How does this fit with statements in the past about fairness?

I think that is a fair point and I worry about it. But it is fair in the way that supermarkets

and other shops that are open already are already compliant with all the rules that we

require here in Wales.

You will remember how we strengthened and toughened the supermarket rules earlier

this year because of the new variants of the disease. They are already operating in a way

that limits the number of people that can go into a shop and the way people are directed

when they are in the premises. But other non-essential retail stores will now have three

weeks to bring staff back from furlough and restock where they need to in order to make

sure that they can operate in line with the rules that are now in Wales.

The latest lockdown review at a glance: What's changing?

From Saturday, March 13, the existing 'stay at home' message will be replaced by a

'stay local' rule

Also from Saturday up to four people from a maximum of two households will be

able to socialise together outdoors, including in gardens

Outdoor sports facilities such as basketball and tennis courts and golf courses can

also open again from Saturday

Care home visits will be able to resume from Saturday, March 13, on the basis of a

single designated visitor

From Monday, March 15, all primary school pupils will return to face-to-face

teaching, as will exam-year students in secondary schools. Wholesale school re-

opening will not take place until after the Easter break

Hairdressers and barbers can re-open for appointments from Monday, March 15
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Non-essential retail will begin to re-open on a gradual basis from Monday, March

22. At that stage shops such as supermarkets, which are currently entitled to remain

open, will see restrictions on what they can sell removed while garden centres can

re-open from that date

On March 27, the 'stay local' message ends and people will be allowed to travel

anywhere in Wales. Self-contained holiday accommodation will be allowed to open

in time for the Easter holidays

All shops, including close contact services, will be able to re-open from April 12

The next three-week review takes place on April 2

I know there is a three week gap and I will be announcing £150 million of additional

support for those businesses. But those three weeks are there for a purpose.

When we were talking to the Retail Consortium they said that any store would need a

period of time to prepare to reopen and now they know the time they have got.

You have said there is a phased reopening over the next three weeks, is that a

timeline with certain shops opening at certain times or will they all open at

the end of that period?

They all reopen on April 12.

Just reopening retail doesn't mean that the customers will come. The customers will come

when they feel safe and when they are being properly looked after.

How do you feel about Wales' new lockdown rules? 

Let us know in this survey.

What is the situation with Cardiff Airport? How soon are flights likely to

resume there?

In the Prime Minister's English lockdown plan no flights can resume until the 17th of

May. So no flights in Wales will resume before that date.

I am anxious about that date because I do not want to see all the hard work that people

have invested in this put at risk with the importation of the virus from elsewhere.

I have raised it with UK ministers and they have said that that is an indicative date and

that no decision will be made in reality until much closer to the time.

Three quarters of countries in Europe have rising numbers of coronavirus this week.

This pandemic has not gone away and I do not want to see people coming back into Wales

from other parts of the globe bringing the virus with them.

There are absolutely no flights out of or into into Cardiff until the 17th of May at the

earliest. I think we should be very cautious about doing it even then.
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You have said that there will be no return to normality this year. Can you 
expand on that please?

Even if we get the best vaccination uptake we will still have some people who will choose 
not to be vaccinated. We will still have people who will not be able to be vaccinated 
because of underlying health conditions and some people will be vaccinated but it won't 
be working for them because the vaccine is not 100% successful for everybody.

There is going to be a significant proportion of the population where vaccination is not 
going to be the complete answer. You still have several unknowns regarding the Kent 
variant and other variants across the world.

I think we are going to have to go on with living at some level of observation of the virus 
whether that is just social distancing and mask wearing in crowded places. The virus has a 
long goodbye and it's not going to be gone completely this calendar year.
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