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12 March 2021

Live coronavirus updates as Mark Drakeford
announces the first major easing of lockdown since
before Christmas
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It is the latest three-week review of restrictions that have been in place since December 20

Mark Drakeford explains how Welsh Government would consider reopening outdoor

hospitality, the wedding sector and gyms
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Mark Drakeford explains how Welsh Government would consider reopening outdoor

hospitality, the wedding sector and gyms

First Minister Mark Drakeford has announced the first major easing of lockdown since

the tough Level 4 restrictions were introduced before Christmas.

He was speaking at the Welsh Government coronavirus press conference in Cathays Park

on Friday, March, 12. You can follow live updates as he faced questions from the press

below.

You can also see the full changes and key dates for the future that he has announced in

this article. We also sat down with the First Minister this morning and he spoke in detail

about the thinking behind the choices he had made.

In his speech, he said that easing lockdown was only possible thanks to the sacrifices of

the people of Wales.

He said: "Thanks to everything you have done. You have stayed at home. You have worked

from home. And you have home-schooled your children. Your actions – and all your

sacrifices – have helped to bring coronavirus under control. Your hard work has helped to

save lives."

Outdoor sports facilities, such as golf clubs, will be able to open again from Saturday – get

the latest on that here.

The latest lockdown review at a glance: What's changing?

From Saturday, March 13, the existing 'stay at home' message will be replaced by a

'stay local' rule

Also from Saturday up to four people from a maximum of two households will be

able to socialise together outdoors, including in gardens

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/wales-coronavirus-mark-drakeford-lockdown-20049086
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/coronavirus-lockdown-restrictions-wales-drakeford-20100118
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-rule-announcement-coronavirus-20100641
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/everything-first-minister-mark-drakeford-20106859
http://xn--7ug/
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Outdoor sports facilities such as basketball and tennis courts and golf courses can

also open again from Saturday

Care home visits will be able to resume from Saturday, March 13, on the basis of a

single designated visitor

From Monday, March 15, all primary school pupils will return to face-to-face

teaching, as will exam-year students in secondary schools. Wholesale school re-

opening will not take place until after the Easter break

Hairdressers and barbers can re-open for appointments from Monday, March 15

Non-essential retail will begin to re-open on a gradual basis from Monday, March

22. At that stage shops such as supermarkets, which are currently entitled to remain

open, will see restrictions on what they can sell removed while garden centres can

re-open from that date

On March 27, the 'stay local' message ends and people will be allowed to travel

anywhere in Wales. Self-contained holiday accommodation will be allowed to open

in time for the Easter holidays

All shops, including close contact services, will be able to re-open from April 12

The next three-week review takes place on April 2

Scroll down for live updates:

13:02 Cathy Owen

Infection rate continues to fall

A further 12 people have died in Wales with coronavirus but the infection rate has fallen

once again.

The latest figures from Public Health Wales show that the infection rate across Wales is

now 41.1 cases per 100,000 of population based on the seven days up to March 7, a

decrease on the figure of 42.8 reported on Thursday and below the key Welsh

Government benchmark of 50. Cases for your area here.

12:55 Cathy Owen

Rules for outdoor socialising clarified

Mark Drakeford has explained about it meant by up to four people from two households

meeting in a garden means:

He clarified some of the guidelines, saying:

It does not always have to be the same two households

You can meet one household on Monday and another on Tuesday.

Children under the age of 11 will not be included in the four, so four adults from two

households and children under the age of 11 can meet.

No more than four people over the age of 11, no more than two households and

always meeting outdoors.

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/coronavirus-cases-deaths-wales-latest-20106800
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12:50 Cathy Owen

Shielding to end on March 31

Shielding is set to end on March 31, Wales health minister Vaughan Gething has said.

A written statement from says: "Case prevalence is now significantly below what it was in

December and on a trend downwards across Wales.

"Conscious of the associated harms when asking people to follow shielding measures, we

must only keep this advice in place for as long as is absolutely necessary.

"In light of the change of context, the Chief Medical Officer has recommended that the

advice to the clinically extremely vulnerable to follow shielding measures should be

paused after the 31st March.

"It is important to note that just as we are planning relaxations and the first dose of the

vaccine has been offered to all of this group, experience has shown that we do need to be

prepared to potentially step advice up again if required.

"The shielding patient list will remain in place and available should we need to ask anyone

to follow shielding measures again in future. It is my sincere hope that this will not be

necessary."

12:42 Cathy Owen

Rules for Easter holidays in Wales

Mr Drakeford has outlined the rules for the re-opening of self-contained holiday

accommodation.

This will be able to start from Saturday, March 27, in time for the school Easter holidays.
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Click to play

Mark Drakeford: "By the end of March it is hoped that the 'stay local' message will be

lifted and people will be able to travel to self-contained accommodation"

Here are what the main rules are:

People will be able to travel anywhere in Wales as the 'stay local' rule will be lifted

Only self-contained accommodation will be allowed to open

It does include hotels that are able to offer room service

You can only go with people in your own household

Owners of self contained accommodation can't take bookings from people otuside of

England.

12:34 Cathy Owen

Hope for hospitality and gyms

Mark Drakeford ended his briefing by giving some hope to the hospitality and wedding

sector.
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Click to play

Mark Drakeford explains how Welsh Government would consider reopening outdoor

hospitality, the wedding sector and gyms

He said: "As we look ahead to the end of April, if we continue to see an improving public

health picture, we will be able to consider what more we can do to support people to meet

each other and what we can do to continue reopening our economy, for example, by

looking at outdoor hospitality, the wedding sector and gyms." Read more of what he said

on these areas here.

12:32 Cathy Owen

Extra £150m for businesses that must remain closed

The First Minister has announced that an extra £150m available to help businesses which

are not yet able to open tohelp top up the non-domestic rates grants.

He said it means hospitality, tourism, leisure and non-essential retail businesses, which

must remain closed will be eligible for a third payment of between £4,000 and £5,000 to

help them meet ongoing operating costs while they cannot trade.

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-rule-announcement-coronavirus-20100641
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Click to play

Mark Drakeford: "To help businesses which are not yet able to open the Welsh

Government is making an extra £150m available"

"This is in top of the announcement earlier this week extending the business rates holiday

for retail, leisure and hospitality businesses for the whole of the next financial year," Mr

Drakeford added.

"We have made well in excess of £2bn available to businesses over the course of the last

year to help them through the pandemic, which is over and above the support available

from the UK Government’s schemes.

"This is the most generous business support scheme available in the UK. I’m very pleased

we’ve been able to safeguard more than 160,000 jobs in these most difficult of times."

12:28 Cathy Owen

Timetable of restrictions re-opening

The First Minister has also set out a timetable of what restrictions will be opened when.

He added that if the public health situation continues to improve, they will being the

process of opening up the tourism sector on Saturday, March 27.

Organised children’s outdoor activities will also restart, in time for the Easter holidays

and libraries will re-open.
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12:23 Cathy Owen

'Careful and cautious' approach to unlocking

Mr Drakeford said that while there were "grounds for optimism", there were reasons to

remain cautious.

"We are coming out of lockdown with a much more infectious form of the virus present

everywhere across Wales. We also have a small number of cases of other mutations of the

virus that originated overseas," he told the briefing.

"As soon as we relax the rules and people begin to mix again, there is a risk infections will

rise.

"If we do too much too quickly, we will lose control of the virus and set off a new wave of

infections. And then we would be back at the beginning, having to re-impose strict

measures to protect people’s health and save lives.
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"To avoid all that from happening, our approach will continue to be careful and cautious.

"We will take a phased approach to unlocking each sector – starting with schools.

"We will make step-by-step changes each week gradually to restore freedoms.

"We will monitor each change we make, so we can track its impact."

12:20 Cathy Owen

Positive news as Wales has lowest rates in the UK

The latest figures for Wales show that the infection rate for Wales is 41 cases per 100,000

people in

Wales – that is down from 43 on Thursday and is the lowest level we’ve seen since mid-

September.

Click to play

Mark Drakeford says the latest ONS figures suggest Wales has the lowest rate of

coronavirus in the UK

Mr Drakeford said that there is some variation in the rates across Wales – some parts of

Wales have rates higher than this level.

And he said they were watching cases in the under 25s very carefully because in the past,

they have acted as an early warning system for increases to come.

The positivity rate remains stable at 4.3%. The latest results from ONS Infection Survey

suggests Wales has the lowest rates in the UK. The number of covid-related patients in

hospital is falling faster every week.
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And the latest vaccination figures just published are the highest number reported in a

single day in Wales.

12:18 Cathy Owen

'Your hard work has helped to save lives' - First Minister

The coronavirus briefing has started with a message from the First Minister for the people

of Wales.

He said:

Since the new year, the public health situation has been steadily improving.

This is thanks to everything you have done.

You have stayed at home.

You have worked from home.

And you have home-schooled your children.

Your actions – and all your sacrifices – have helped to bring coronavirus under control.

Your hard work has helped to save lives.

11:58 Cathy Owen

Why hairdressers and barbers are opening first

While many people will be desperate for a haircut, there are questions being asked about

why hairdressers are being prioritised over other parts of the economy like gyms or non-

essential retail, and schools.

There is also the question of why hairdressers are being give priority over places such as

nail bars.

In an interview with WalesOnline today, First Minister Mark Drakeford said it was

because they were considered very low risk.

"This is because we are trying to start with the safest things first," he said. "We want it to

reopen Welsh businesses and get life back to more normality." Read more here.

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-rule-announcement-coronavirus-20100641
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-explains-hairdressers-barbers-20102438
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11:43 Cathy Owen

Children's outdoor sport an restart later this month

Here are some extracts from that interview with Mark Drakeford about the resumption of

outdoor sport for children in Wales.

When can children's outdoor sport restart?

From the 27th of March we will be reopening organised children's activities over the

Easter holidays. We continue to talk with the people who are responsible for that as to the

extent of it but I am wanting to send a signal today to the people who do provide

organised outdoor activities for children that they can begin to think about that and

prepare for that.

We will be talking to them how that can be best delivered if circumstances continue to to

improve. I want children in the school holidays to have things that they can do.

Can you explain why kids cannot meet to play sport at the moment but adults

could play a contact sport like basketball?

Our top priority is to get children back to school to face-to-face education. The advice that

we have had from the very beginning is that the safest way to do that is in stages. Up to

40% of children are already back in school and as of Monday there will be a big increase

in that with all primary aged children and children in secondary school sitting

examinations being back in the classroom. Doing it step-by-step does give us a bit of

headroom to do other things.

We are able to allow people who can, in their local area, from two households, use outdoor

sporting facilities and that includes basketball courts but it's only 4 people and it's only

from two households.
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More of the interview here.

11:24 Cathy Owen

The Mark Drakeford interview

First Minister Mark Drakeford spoke in detail to our political editor Will Hayward about

why he had made the choices he is setting out today on how to ease lockdown in Wales.

He talks about the plans for gyms, pubs, shops travel and sport as Wales eases lockdown.

Read the full interview here.

(Image: WalesOnline/ Rob Browne)

10:43 Cathy Owen

'Late change of heart for non-essential retail disappointing' - CBI

Ian Price, Confederation of Business Industry Wales Director, has said they are

"disappointed" in the late change of news for non-essentail retail.

It had previously been suggested that non-essential retail could also open on March 15 in

line with hairdressers however the Welsh Government will announce that businesses will

have to wait longer before re-opening.

The new date is now April 12 in line with shops in England.

Mr Price said: “While health clearly comes first and the First Minister is right to proceed

with caution in terms of easing restrictions, many businesses – particularly those in

hardest-hit sectors like non-essential retail – were given a strong indication that a mid-

month reopening was on the cards.

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-rule-announcement-coronavirus-20100641
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/mark-drakeford-rule-announcement-coronavirus-20100641
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/shopping/wales-shops-re-opening-mark-20003092
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“This latest announcement, of a more limited relaxation of restrictions than anticipated,

leaves firms with the impression of being marched to the top of the hill, only to be asked

to walk back down again.

“With low demand and cashflow problems affecting almost all SMEs across Wales, many

will have already undertaken significant and costly preparations to ensure they get up and

running as soon as possible. While continued business support is obviously welcome, it

can’t come close to making up for lost trade.

“The Welsh Government has engaged positively with business during many phases of the

pandemic, however this late change of heart is a disappointing reminder of the need for

transparency around decision-making, particularly as many of the key data points –

especially on transmission and vaccine uptake – have been heading in the right direction

for some time.”

10:31 Cathy Owen

Businesses were given 'false hope' - Plaid

Plaid Cymru Leader Adam Price MS has responded to the announcement this morning.

He said: "We all want the rules to be relaxed but what we want even more is for this to be

the last lockdown, and to avoid another wave and further deaths in a few months.

"The Welsh Government has not given those businesses allowed to open on Monday

sufficient warning whilst giving false hope to those not allowed to open.

"We now need a Wales wide consultation with the tourism sector to establish whether it is

viable for them to open to Welsh domiciled customers only over Easter.

"Case rates remain stubbornly high in many areas attractive to tourists and we must

remember the huge pressures already facing local hospitals.

"After the sacrifices of the past year we should be putting families first and granting some

limited extended freedoms for families to come together before tourism re-opens.

“With people’s wellbeing suffering during the pandemic allowing gyms to open would be

welcomed by many, providing that they can do so safely.

“Clear and consistent communication from Ministers is essential to ensure adherence to

the rules. If we all play our part, we look forward to greater freedoms when case rates

allow."

10:05 Cathy Owen

Accusation small shops are being 'thrown under a bus'
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Jane Dodds, leader of the Welsh Liberal Democrats has questioned the science and logic

behind the decision to allow supermarkets to resume selling goods deemed non-essential

from Monday yet keeping non-essential retailers, including many small businesses, shut

until April 12.

She said: "By keeping small retailers closed while allowing supermarkets to undercut

them, Mark Drakeford and Labour are throwing many small shops and high streets under

a bus.

“Mark Drakeford have been briefing for weeks that retail could open up after 15 March.

Businesses have been making preparations and incurring costs. This last-minute U-turn

risks people’s businesses and livelihoods. The Welsh Labour Government has treated the

High Street with complete contempt.

“Welsh Liberal Democrats will always put recovery first, and that means backing the high

street.”

09:17 Cathy Owen

U-turn on non-essential retail will be 'hammer blow'

Responding to the Labour Government's latest lockdown announcement, Welsh

Conservative Senedd leader, Andrew RT Davies MS accused Labour of missing "another

opportunity to provide clarity and a detailed roadmap out of lockdown for people across

Wales."

He added: "Labour’s U-turn on the opening of non-essential retail at such short notice

will be a hammer blow for many businesses, and the decision to now align with England

in that area shows we could’ve adopted a similar roadmap weeks ago."

08:52 Cathy Owen

Coronavirus will be with us for the rest of the year

Mr Drakeford confirmed that there would be no flight into Cardiff Airport before May 17

and said he would still be "cautious" after that date.

He also said that coronavirus would be with us for the rest of 2021 saying that it would be

a "long goodbye" before it would be gone completely.

08:44 Cathy Owen

Date given to non-essential retail

Mr Drakeford confirmed that all shops will be able to open on April 12, the same date as it

happens in England.

The First Minister said that gives retailers three weeks to prepare.
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'We Will End The Stay At Home Rule' - Welsh First Minister Mark Drakeford Explains

How Wales Will Move Out Of Lockdown
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'We Will End The Stay At Home Rule' - Welsh First Minister Mark Drakeford Explains

How Wales Will Move Out Of Lockdown

08:42 Cathy Owen

Gyms and outdoor hospitality could open in the second half of April

Mr Drakeford said that the re-opening of hairdressers and barbers from (Monday March

15) was starting with the areas that have the "least risk".

The First Minister said that in those setting people stand behind each other and there was

evidence that there was less risk there than in other retail settings.

He also confirmed that in the second half of April they will be considering the first re-

opening of hospitality where it can operate outdoors and gyms will also be looked at.

Mr Drakeford confirmed they will also be looking at getting more people together towards

the end of that month too.

"It will be a step by step approach," he said. "They will all be on the list of things to look at

in the second half of April."

08:36 Cathy Owen

Organised sport for children for the Easter holidays

The First Minister also confirmed that from March 27 organised outside events for

children can resume for the Easter holidays.

More details will be discussed with organisers in the weeks to come.

08:32 Cathy Owen

People can travel anywhere in Wales from March 27

Mark Drakeford has been speaking to WalesOnline and he has confirmed that stay local

will stay in place for two weeks.

After that "people will be able to travel anywhere in Wales", the First Minister said.

08:28 Cathy Owen

Plans for the re-opening of non essential shops
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Some shop owners have expressed their frustration that non-essential retail will not be

opening on March 15 as had been previously indicated.

First Minister Mark Drakeford told BBC Radio Wales: "I understand their dilemma and

we spent a lot of time over this in the past week. Some shops are already open, and they

are already adhering to the strict rules we have here in Wales.

"Other essential retail now know they can do the things they need to making sure they are

complying to the new rules. They will be able to re-open alongside the reopening in

England on April 12.

"I will be announcing £150m of further support for those businesses who cannot trade

until the middle of April. We are doing things in Wales carefully, cautiously step by step

and those businesses can start planning with purpose to open then."

08:20 Cathy Owen

Stay local in place for two weeks

Mr Drakeford has confirmed that the stay local message is a rule, but that it will be in

place for two weeks.

He said that self-contained holiday accommodation can start to re-open from March 27

and that is when the stay local can be lifted.

08:04 Cathy Owen

First Minister's anxieties about foreign travel

The First Minister said you would not be able to take foreign travel in Wales before May

17, non-essential foreign travel is banned until that date by the UK Government.

 

"I have anxieties about the resumption of foreign travel as early as the 17th of May," Mr

Drakeford told BBC Breakfast. "September in Wales was a difficult month because we had

people coming back to Wales from France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Bulgaria, you name it,

and they were bringing the virus with them.

 

"That lead to a difficult months for us in September. I do not want to see all the hard work

people in Wales have put in being undermined by the reimportation of the virus.

 

"May 17 does look early to me and I would want to be completely confident there would be

no risk of the reimportation of the virus. If there was any risk, I hope that date will be

considered very, very carefully."
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07:55 Cathy Owen

'Schools are top priority' - First Minister

The First Minister reiterated on BBC Breakfast that schools remain the Welsh

Government's "top priority".

"Getting children back into face to face education is top of our list," he said. "The advice is

clear that you should do it in stages. Too great a risk to have them all in at the same time.

"It is the safe way to do it and what we have agreed with union and authorities and it has

given us headroom to make some modest changes, the reopening of hairdressers and

barbers, allowing care home visits and being able to meet people in gardens.

"It is the balance we have struck in Wales. A phased return to normal life."

07:51 Cathy Owen

The rules for meeting in gardens

Setting out the rules for meeting in people's gardens, Mr Drakeford saying:

People can go through the house into a garden

Once you are in the garden you should stay there

Not a reason to be able to use the facilities of the house to go indoors

You can use the toilet if you need to, but don't go planning to do that.

He added that the "only reason" for going indoors was the access the garden.

07:41 Cathy Owen

Different rules at Easter for Wales and England

Mr Drakeford was also asked about about being able to travel into England.

He said that Prime Minister Boris Johnson's roadmap is "very clear" that on March 29,

when Wales will start to re-open self contained holiday accommodation, the message in

England will still be to stay local and not to stay overnight.

Mr Drakeford said: "People in Wales will be able to travel for holiday purposes, but the

rules in England will preclude people from coming over the border."

07:35 Cathy Owen

'Think of stay local as a five-mile radius from your home' - First Minister

First Minister Mark Drakeford has also been on Breakfast talking about the latest easing

of lockdown restriction.
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Setting out the key dates for the coming weeks, he also confirmed that self contained

accommodation would be able to open in time for the Easter weekend.

He said: "The journey out of lockdown starts in earnest this weekend. It will all depend on

the numbers in Wales, which are in a good position at the moment and provided they

continue to improve."

Talking about the stay local message, he said: "The rule of thumb that we used last year,

and people became very used to, was that you think local as a five mile radius from where

you are.

"If you live in more dispersed or rural communities then people an exercise judgement in

their own circumstances and can go a little bit further."

07:27 Cathy Owen

ITU doctor backs cautious approach to lifting restrictions

Dr Ami Jones, who works as an intensive care consultant in Abergavenny, said peple need

to "listen carefully" this time and "not rush" the lifting of restrictions.

She said she felt comfortable with the changes that are being made this weekend and

warned that more people needed to be vaccinated.

She told BBC Breakfast: "It has been a lot quieter than it was at the peak of the wave, but

we still have a good number of patients with Covid and we are still seeing patients coming

with Covid and ending up in intensive care.

"I think that things are going at the right pace and I am glad that Mark Drakeford is

taking things slowly. There is still a significant amount of the population not vaccinated.

Although our community numbers have gone down significantly, they are no zero.

"Taking things cautiously and taking time to see how each change makes an impact on

community transmission is really important.

"I worry that if people push the speed at which things lift, we will just end upback to

where we were."



18/19

Dr Ami Jones works at Nevill Hall Hospital in Abergavenny (Image: BBC)

"The vaccination programme is going well, but we are not quite there yet. Poeple just need

to calm down and not rush the last bit. We all want to get out of this, and not have another

significant wave."

07:07 Cathy Owen

Cases at lowest since mid-September

First Minister Mark Drakeford has been setting out his reasons for the phased and

cautious approach as coronavirus cases are now at their lowest since mid-September.

He has been tweeting the "step-by-step" plans.

06:55 Cathy Owen

'Phased approach' to unlocking each sector

Mr Drakeford is expected to say:

We are taking a phased approach to unlocking each sector - starting with schools.

We will make step-by-step changes each week to gradually restore freedoms. We will
monitor each change we make, so we know what impact each change has had on Wales'
public health situation."

Wales's health minister Vaughan Gething previously said people living in more rural areas

would be given allowance to travel greater distances than those in urban towns and cities

if the county moved to "stay local" period.

He said any new rules would likely last a "few weeks" before the country would allow

greater freedom to travel, with the rules on travel needing to be relaxed to allow self-

contained holiday accommodation to reopen in time for Easter.
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06:29 Cathy Owen

The key dates for easing of restrictions

Hairdressers, outdoor sports facilities, and non-essential retail will begin re-opening as

the Welsh Government announces the easing of lockdown restrictions in the coming

weeks.

Here are the keys dates we know so far:

Monday, March 15

Hairdressers and barbers will re-open for appointments

All primary school pupils and children in qualifications years in secondary schools

(meaning exam years 11 and 13) will return. Schools will have the flexibility to bring

year 10 and 12 learners back and more learners will return to colleges. There will

also be flexibility for in-school check-ins for all other pupils

Monday, March 22

Non-essential retail will start re-opening gradually as restrictions are lifted on what

can be sold in shops which are currently open

Garden centres will be able to open

Friday, April 2

Date of next three-week lockdown review announcement

Monday, April 12

All learners will return to school after the Easter break

All shops, including all close contact services, will be able to open
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