“In the first instance if you take my personal view, i think we are moving in the right
direction however cautiously I think that its not all the way there and in 21 days a further
announcement will be made as to even further relaxing being allowed, although think that
we might now what track is being taken further.
If you recall for instance on Monday they confirmed the opening of accommodation from
11th July and Outdoor Eating from 13th July even though it was advised 3 weeks prior.
However, today's announcement came a little surprisingly and therefore I believe by the
end of this month there may be an announcement that come 21 days time being 1st August
they will confirm today's plans but then make an announcement that something else will
happen - what though I don't know and if before 20th August is tricky to say.
So taking the assumption that nothing happens and only what happened today is known, I
am still not 100% sure how it translates to weddings.
Our Business Systems and Procedures Managers announced statement to wedding guests,is
"on 10th July the First Minister announced that from 3rd August, If all is well they will reopen Bars, Pubs and Cafes and Restaurants" Our Business Manager is not sure if this
applies to weddings and venues as there would be more social distancing required, and
whilst the First Minister has kept the Social Distancing limit at 2m, he has suggests that
mitigating circumstances may allow for this (toilet control/more cleaning etc) Therefore
over the next few days we can read the Government Guidelines and indicate further how
this may affect us. Michael also thinks that whilst it is perhaps too late, weddings from
mid August, may have more of an indication and certainly he thinks that September is
looking favourable. Of, course the law is made by the First Minister and not our Business
Systems Manager!!”
If you read https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/mark-drakeford-live-changeslockdown-18566786 it will give you an indication of what was said and what is allowed to
happen.
Furthermore https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/pubs-restaurantswales-reopen-coronavirus-18574955 spells it out.
And a great chart can also be seen here
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-53363807
Whilst of course:
Pubs, cafes, restaurants and bars can reopen indoors in Wales from 3 August, providing
coronavirus cases continue to fall.

First Minister Mark Drakeford announced the date in a long list of changes to the
coronavirus restrictions.
Exemptions will also be made to Wales' 2m distancing law, with businesses that cannot
meet it expected to take precautions.
Hospitality businesses will be able to open outdoors from Monday.
This initial announcement as to the opening does not affect us, as we have made the
decision NOT to accept any "standard non event" B & B accommodation in August and
currently have made the decision that weddings up and until 19th August wont go ahead.
We therefore wont be serving food outside either.
This is NOT to say though that we will be opening for weddings on 19th August, as we are
waiting for guidelines in respect of actual ceremonies from the Registry Office, how this may
affect buffets and evening functions. However, having been in touch with another Manager
today, we are spending a significant sum to ensure that we are Covid Safe -screens and
barriers, sanitising stations, signage and directions etc so that when we re-open for viewings
in August we will be ready not least should further announcement be made to confirm an
exact date for weddings, we can then make sure we are ready.
We may not know the exact rules until Monday, as we need to wait for the actual
Gov.Wales legal guidelines to filter through, but I remain ever hopeful that September and
October will be back to some normality – if we cant for August"
Therefore what I think still needs to be clarified is:
1. Are registrars still able to undertake a ceremony in the Theatre, and for how many people
as currently the limit is 30 being social distanced - perhaps if you call them directly they may
no more than we do?
2. As indoor music venues are NOT allowed to open, how does it affect a disco and
subsequently your evening.
3. Clearly if buffets are allowed, these would have to be served to the table... i.e a waitress
would have to come and serve each table directly on account you cannot queue at a buffet
table nor use the same serving implements.
4. The current rules in a Restaurant are very vague for instance "stating no more than 2
households of no more than 6, if you follow social distance regulations"
Of course as the attached is from the UK Government I don't yet know what Welsh
Guidelines will be as they are not yet published so we are kind of blind.
5. I cant answer the question on numbers yet as having spoken to another manager today
we are of the assumption that 6 per table, with 1/2 metre behind each chair to allow for
movement with then 2 metre to the next 1/2m so you couldnin theory need 3 metre
spacing. He will be looking into this in the coming days.

6. The night before in our function room evening meals will be 30 people maximum at 6 per
table in sittings - i know this is allowed, but don't know if those numbers will be increased as
if they are then that gives far more leeway.
Clearly what the welsh government tell you is what you can do, and when you might be able
to do it:
https://gov.wales/coronavirus-restrictions-relaxed-further-support-tourism-and-leisuresectors-wales
But not actually what and how it actually will need to work.
There is still no update here either
https://gov.wales/coronavirus-regulations-guidance#section-39251
I appreciate there are numerous links but for instance as my announcement indicates as yet
there is no clear cut guidance
https://gov.wales/tourism-and-hospitality-businesses-guidance-phased-reopening-html
This is littered with "come back later"
So if you want my honest and personal answer to what my take on it is - then you have this
"I think that the announcement today is too vague to 100% confirm that weddings would be
able to take place, in manner that would be enjoyable, value for money and socially
acceptable and if I was getting married, I would have made the decision to postpone"
If you are asking me as the Manager, then my answer would be "that I dont think there is
sufficient clarity to make a decision, you are at liberty to wait to decide further and as
guidelines are announced we will advise you, however at some stage you are going to have
to make a decision as to when you feel that we are too close to the planning stage - for
instance you are at some stage going to have to do table plans/menus/running of the day
etc etc and it would be shame to do this for it to be a waste of time course i can also see on
the other hand if you postpone and then things are allowed to go ahead, it will be as if it
were a missed opportunity and a kick in the teeth.
So its a case of how much time do you want to wait before you tell which guests can or can't
come, and how long will it take you and Nicola to plan what needs to be planned based on
currently not being aware of what is allowed.
I really do appreciate the predicament you are in, and can assure you if we knew 100% that
we can do the wedding legally, then there is no barrier outside.
I will probably on Monday ring a few other Welsh venues, in disguise just to ask what they
are doing!!

UKhospitality notes from the devolved government:
A final decision about reopening these sectors will depend on conditions and feedback from
the initial opening of the tourism industry, indoor attractions and hairdressing sector.
The next formal review of the regulations is due by 30 July. Detailed discussions about how
indoor hospitality can operate in a coronavirus-safe way are ongoing. Options for reopening
will be considered from 3 August, if conditions allow.
The Welsh Government is also making changes to the regulations to allow larger gatherings
of up to 30 people outdoors only where these are organised and supervised by a
responsible person for sports and other leisure activities and classes.
The law in Wales will continue to make the 2m distance the default position for physical
distancing, but given he challenges faced by the hospitality, beauty industry and other
sectors, where a 2m distance cannot be reasonably maintained at all times. the regulations
will require businesses to put in place a set of additional measures to minimise the risk of
the virus spreading.
A number of other documents can also be viewed here: https://craigynoscastle.com/craig-ynos-coronavirus-news.html
However see the attached, documents : So sadly, I am currently NONE the wiser as to knowing whether an August wedding can take
place”

