Management Meeting 25/06/20 – Craig Y Nos Castle
(1) – Wedding Theory 25/06/20
3 months ago, we left the Castle not knowing how the future of weddings would unfold and
we returned on Thursday still not knowing our future, in the main this is because the Welsh
Government and the English Government along with the remaining devolved nations are
unable to agree as one on the way forward. This means that no single government is able to
decide what to do and the consumer and all the UK workforce are unsure what is happening
as the UK cannot make a unanimous decision.
This has led to customers outside Wales, almost questioning the rules we are following.
As at 25/06/20 it was clearly seen that Weddings are currently in a state of limbo – what is a
wedding – is the wedding just the marriage, or is it the ceremony or are we collectively
talking about the whole day.
If we breakdown the rules – the Welsh Government have given the go ahead for “Marriages
to take place” and their remit, as confirmed by POWYS registry office is that it is the actual
marriage – that can take place in a Church or any “licenced for Weddings venue” mainly
hospitals and council buildings – the Castle currently undertakes “Civil Ceremonies” and as
such, currently appears to be outside that scope (however, if we were able to do so, it does
not really give much hope).

(a)UK Guidelines from the Gov.UK website state:

(b)

Guidelines from Gov.wales

And below, in the vaguest of forms:

(c) Social Media
I have posted on social media where I think we are at
The Official Craig y Nos Castle

June 23 at 4:44 PM ·
As i said very confusing. I had been in touch with BBC Wales
Thanks for getting back to me, when you could otherwise have ignored it.
You can use any of my comments and indeed if you wish visit
https://www.facebook.com/craigynoscastleweddings%20/ for some of the feedback we have
and other posts I have on this.
Indeed we had an email from the POWYS registrars today indicating:
“I am aware that some of you have been contacting the office for further updates following
the First Minister’s announcement last Friday. His announcement was unexpected to
registration districts and the General Register Office alike, as if we had been aware of it
beforehand, then we would have asked for clarity and contacted you directly, as promised in
my previous email.
As such, the General Register Office has been in contact with the Welsh Government to ask
for clarity on what exactly has been announced and once I have officially received this I will
be in further contact with you”
Irrespective of the differences between Wales and the rest of the UK, which is quite
annoying, although part of me understands why – the number of customers in England that
are unaware of the rules are quite shocked that “we cant help”

Today, you will note (if you read the Facebook posts) and I have read it in the Daily Mail and
Independent – they indicate that Boris Johnson may reduce the 2metre rule and may allow
Weddings for under 30 along with pubs and restaurants to open on 4th July – another blow to
Welsh businesses and confusion for Uk-wide wedding clients and their guests.
Also clarification on “30” as presently, I read it is 30 in a venue holding a ceremony –
therefore currently Wales is indicating “not a big celebration” but as food and drink cannot be
served, it's a case of come in, say I do and literally go.
The other side issue is that in order to meet the rules of the furlough scheme we need
adequate notice in order to “get staff in, order things and clean up and make the place Covid
Safe so we can adhere to the social distance rules in force”
and read this, as in todays BBC News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-53149167

June 23 at 1:02 PM ·
REMEMBER, if this is announced it only applies to ENGLAND - sad!! but i dont make the
rules -(as my dad used to say) although may happen soon - m!chael - infact my dad would
say that if i said "billy is allowed to do this and he said, well you cant, but maybe one day"
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/…/Two-metre-rule-HALVED-let-peo…
Today in Wales they did say (so we can only wait till Friday to see what it actually means)
Prospects looking "much better" for 2020 tourism season in Wales
Asked about plans to reopen the tourism industry, Mr Skates said prospects are looking
"much better" for this happening in 2020.

He admitted he feared for the tourism industry when the pandemic began and was concerned
there would be "no prospect" of a visitor economy this year.
Though this is more likely now, Mr Skates stressed that the government will not provide
arbitrary dates for reopening that they are unsure they can commit to.
"We do not wish to make announcements one day that we have to revisit the following day,"
he said.
The Official Craig y Nos Castle

Published by Martin Gover · June 22 at 11:29 AM ·
This in my view is quite ambiguous - i can find nothing anywhere else to substantiate this
claim. ONLY 1 story on BBC Wales News.
There is nothing to indicate any of this on the Gov Wales - however, at 12.30 the Welsh
Government Update may indicate more, as may the UK Government Announcement
tomorrow.
M!chael

🔔 Couples will be able to celebrate their big day - but without the large guest list
Marriage ban lifted but couples must stay local
It has been reported that things such as the injunction against singing in church, make sense
individually. (Singing is a surefire way to blast saliva particles over your fellow congregants.)
So no dancing, no singing, no music.
Maximum of 6 to a table, when dining (but as yet NOT at a wedding) sat spaced apart unless
wearing masks to mitigate the distance between guests.
30 people maximum in a ceremony, spaced apart – and that if you believe is only in a
registered building for marriages.

Some hotels, not us are charging £10 extra for Covid Safe cleaning regimes (so what if you
don't want to pay this, are you likely to stay in an unsafe room) – no Ghost Tours (making
Hen Nights quite sad) no breakfasts other than in rooms (or as one hotel offer, Hampers at
your door) this wont work for cooked breakfasts in real terms.
Then, if you were too eat the below would apply.

(d)The BBC
Are weddings allowed at the moment?
In some circumstances, depending on the size and location of the wedding.
Weddings with up to 30 guests can take place from 4 July in England. They had been banned
under almost all circumstances since lockdown began on 23 March.
Northern Ireland has allowed outdoors weddings with 10 people present since early June.
Wales also now allows wedding ceremonies to take place, but social distancing must be
observed, and big gatherings are not allowed.

Hospitality
Restaurants, pubs and cafes in England will also be allowed to reopen, providing they follow
safety guidelines.
All hospitality indoors will be table service only, and contact between staff and customers
will be limited.
Customers will also have to give contact details when they enter a pub or restaurant.
Businesses will be expected to monitor crowd density in their premises, including at pinch
points - such as doorways.
lockdown ban on weddings and civil partnerships in Wales will be lifted from Monday - but
there will be no big celebrations allowed.
The announcement was added to new rules published by the Welsh Government.
However, the ban on social gatherings remain, as do social distancing rules.
Invited wedding guests can now also travel any distance to be at a ceremony - but services
must be small enough to stay safe.
It comes as easing other restrictions in Wales mean non-essential shops will also reopen on
Monday.
The new wedding measures follow calls from couples to marry, even if it means a ceremony
with just witnesses and a registrar.
Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies can go ahead, but only in places of worship
and register offices, and if they choose to open.
This means that other venues, such as hotels, cannot be used for these ceremonies.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales53149167?fbclid=IwAR2a_ixkYnJLyaOoujbMhFR6aeg6rEgJqabEAAV3fmLai-kNdS3XnptD18

Can I get married in Wales?
On Friday, the Welsh Government announced from Monday 22 June it was "removing
limitations on marriage and civil partnership ceremonies taking place, subject to physical
distancing requirements", three months after a ban on ceremonies came into force because of
the coronavirus lockdown.
It said ceremonies would have to be small and adhere to social distancing rules.
So yes - technically. Read on, however, for the terms and conditions...

Where can I get hitched?
The Welsh Government swiftly added caveats to its announcement on Monday as people
rushed to contact venues.
It turns out only certain places are included in the announcement, namely official register
offices and places of worship. But....
As an example, the Church in Wales has already said it is using the limited reopening
announced on Monday to test out if social distancing can be achieved in its churches, rather
than performing ceremonies straight away.
Church in Wales (like Church of England) and Roman Catholic weddings can usually just be
performed with the minister or priest, who can solemnise the marriage themselves.
I even spoke to the BBC and

What about hotel weddings?
Helen Morris asked the BBC this question. For now, other "approved locations" are
ruled out of the equation, so hotels, castles, stadiums - anywhere not a register office or
place of worship which was previously licensed to hold weddings still cannot do so.
To illustrate the point, Michael Ludwig of Craig-y-Nos Castle in Swansea got in touch,
following reports that weddings were now allowed, to make this very point.
He said: "We are not taking any wedding bookings in June, as the remit is such that
hospitality is not open until 4th, 6th or 13th July.
"We are therefore also unable to offer food and drink under any form of social
distancing rules and will not be providing such a service in July.

"As we have a number of weddings already booked in August, we may either convert
them to 'ceremony only' if regulations are not relaxed enough, to allow them to
continue."
Talking to people from around Wales on social media, Yvonne said the same story was
repeated - officials not knowing anything about the rule change.

(e)Hitched
One of the UKs largest Wedding Websites Hitched said:

Wedding Ceremonies in England Allowed to Take Place from July –
with a Maximum of 30 Guests
If your wedding is planned in 2020, then you're no doubt wondering how it will be impacted
by Coronavirus. Here's everything you need to know, from when weddings will return to
what happens with your wedding insurance
Full singing services remain banned to reduce the risk of spreading the virus, so it is unlikely
that your 30 guests will be belting out a hymn at your ceremony.
While this news will provide relief to some, many couples and wedding venues alike are
understandably asking for more clarity on the ruling. The future of many weddings still
remains unclear as the announcement does not mention civil ceremonies.
Fortunately, these guidelines are reviewed regularly, and couples can expect more concrete
answers soon. It’s also important to remember that the number of guests allowed could also
be revised at the next review, so don’t panic if you have a wedding planned for later in the
year with a larger guest list.
While wedding ceremonies are still banned in Scotland, ministers in Northern Ireland are
now allowing outdoor weddings for up to 10 people.
The Welsh government has also lifted the ban on weddings in Wales as long as they are small
enough to maintain social distancing measures.
Will My Wedding in July Happen?
Religious weddings of less than 30 people will return on 4th July in England, but civil
ceremonies are still up in the air. However, weddings are still not allowed to take place in
Scotland. In the rest of the UK, small weddings are allowed.
If the reopening of weddings does not fit with your plans, we recommend asking your venue
the latest date they will possibly postpone and enquiring about availability later this year or
early next year. This will allow you to begin the groundwork for your Plan B and put the
feelers out for guest and supplier availability on alternative dates.

Bear in mind that the government has recently announced that anyone travelling from abroad
will need to spend 14 weeks in quarantine on arrival in the UK and so it’s worth following
developments on this closely as this will affect any guests travelling into the country.
Will My Wedding in August Happen?
It seems likely that, if the government’s plan is successful, normality will begin to be
restored by August and both religious and civil ceremony weddings will go ahead with
social distancing measures. However, we do not know what the ruling will be on
allowing large groups in hospitality venues – as it currently stands, only bubbles of two
households can mix together. This means that while you may be able to exchange vows,
your reception still may not go ahead.
Bernadette Chapman of The Alliance of Wedding Planners says: “Now is the time to work
on contingency plans.
As the situation with weddings and large gatherings depends on the success of the new
lockdown measures, it is still not certain and so we definitely recommend asking your venue
and suppliers for the latest date that you can postpone by and for their availability later in the
year. Have a Plan B in mind and set a date to review the situation with your wedding team
when, hopefully, more clear information from the government will be available.
Will My Autumn 2020 Wedding Happen?
The outlook is currently positive for weddings taking place in September and October. There
have been many reports of travel and lockdown restrictions lifting by September. However,
no one can say for certain whether or not weddings will be going ahead and so it’s best to ask
your venue when they will review your date.
It’s also worth checking in with suppliers and making sure they have everything they need to
provide you with the services you have booked. For example, travel restrictions may have
limited certain supplies and small businesses who have been hit with financial losses due to
Coronavirus may struggle to fulfil their obligations in the future. It might be a tricky
conversation to have, but it’s worth having sooner rather than later.
Will My Winter 2020 Wedding Happen?
Many Spring and Summer couples have postponed their weddings until this time and so
winter weddings are thought of as a relatively safe bet right now. If the government’s plan is
a success and the infection rate continues to drop, it seems likely that winter weddings will
happen and that even vulnerable guests who were previously shielding will be able to attend
as long as health and safety measures are adhered to.
We would still advise that couples ask when their venues plan to review autumn and winter
dates, just in case of continued disruption. Winter couples should also check in with their
suppliers and make sure that they’re still equipped to fulfil the services booked.

(f) Guides for Brides
Another Wedding Website – Guides For Brides indicated:
he social distancing rules will also be changed to accommodate this. Reducing the 2 metre
distancing rule to 1 metre where 2 metres isn’t viable. Weddings and civil partnerships in
England will be allowed to take place with a maximum of 30 people attending. This
refers to the ceremony only and any celebration or reception should still adhere to the
guidelines of social distancing (i.e. no more than 2 households meeting indoors or outdoors
or a maximum of 6 people from multiple households).
*The above, whilst may apply to England, does not for Wales and I don't concur the
above is correct.
When weddings do go ahead, they are very likely to be socially distanced events, where
guests numbers will be limited. Wales have said ‘small ceremonies’ and England have said
from the 4th of July, 30 people can attend a wedding.
Even with the knowledge we will be out of lockdown from the 4th of July, social distancing
measures will be sure to have a major impact on 2020 weddings. Read our advice to couples
with weddings in summer 2020 to help make that difficult decision.
Will our venue want our wedding to go ahead?
No venue wants to put anyone at unnecessary risk and your venue won’t open until they are
happy that they have all the measures in place to keep you, your guests, and their team as safe
as is reasonable. Once they know they can do that legally and safely, they will be keen on
your wedding to go ahead and will work with you to make any adjustments needed. For
example, reducing guest numbers, moving to a larger function room, having more of an
outdoor focus, or adding a marquee extension.
Will guest numbers be restricted?
Yes, for English weddings, you’ll be restricted to 30 people (including staff and suppliers).
For Wales, only a small wedding ceremony is permitted, which we understand to be the
minimum viable number for a legal wedding. Scotland will be intending to allow
weddings with the minimum number of people required and for Northern Ireland, the
weddings are restricted to 10 people.
Legally it must be a minimum of 5 people including the two witnesses. This could be the
restrictions in place for the first weddings to take place in Scotland and Wales.
When larger celebrations are allowed to return, we anticipate that numbers will still be
limited in some way. Your venue or catering contract is probably for a minimum number of
guests. Most will be happy for you to upgrade your menu or drinks package if you are
reducing the number of guests. Add courses, switch Prosecco for Champagne and treat your
guests to a feast to remember. Restaurants have been closed so your guests will really
appreciate a fabulous meal.

(g)

Where I currently stand

The UK Government (which means, in my view England) has said
In addition, the Government is also examining how to enable people to gather in slightly
larger groups to better facilitate small weddings.
This therefore to me indicates, that things will change and may well change for August,
but certainly there will more changes by September.
As a venue, Craig Y Nos Castle are committed to ensuring that we do both what is
legally correct and right for the customer.
•

This is why the venue will remain closed until at least 1st August, when we intend
to start doing new Wedding Viewings.

•

These will ONLY be on an appointment basis.

•

We will NOT be opening any accommodation in August and all customers with
standard accommodation (ROOM) bookings and/or History Tours and Ghost
Tours, will be contacted to advise them that we are cancelling them.

•

We strongly advise that weddings up to 15th August are postponed immediately
and your previously pencilled in date is confirmed as we do not believe that
sufficient relaxation rules are in place (noting that if by 15th July, we have NOT
heard to the contrary with sufficient relaxation) we may have to make this
decision automatically – therefore to allow you to postpone and plan ahead it
would be advisable that you do so now.

•

We do not believe that your wedding will take the chosen route that you have
desired as such:
¨ Only Small Numbers will be permited (less than 30) however, if
reading the law, only 10 may be permitted.
¨ Evening Buffets will be served directly to customers at tables.
¨ There will NOT be a disco (meaning you may lose payments to your
DJ) – certainly there will not be loud music or dancing.
¨ You will not be able to congregate at the bar.
¨ You will have to socially distance yourselves from other guests.
¨ Entry to every function room, will mean hand sanitising.
¨ Breakfast will NOT be able to be served.
¨ There are various seating/serving regulations that will need adhering
to.
§ Weddings after 15th August, whilst we cannot confirm 100% will go ahead,
allow us time, should relaxation be sufficient, to make plans – however, we
strongly suggest that you postpone your date and taken up your pencilled
date and confirm this.

•

If, regulations permit we will allow Wedding Ceremonies for existing Weddings
(specifically those in August) as they will already have given the required 28 days
notice and have a registrar booked.

The following guidance has been offered by Guides for Brides.
How can I prevent the spread of Coronavirus at my wedding?
If you are getting married later in the year, and Coronavirus is still a concern, you may well
be concerned about the possibility of the disease spreading at your wedding ceremony. The
most important thing is to make sure that you take all possible steps to prevent it. If you do
everything that you can to minimise the risk, you will find it easier to relax and enjoy your
big day. These are some of the best things you can do to keep your wedding safe.
Ensure everyone washes their hands
A simple one, to begin with, make sure that there are adequate hand wash facilities available
to your guests. Hand washing is the best measure your guests can take to prevent the spread.
Encourage everyone to wash hands before eating; you may need to adjust your reception
timings to allow time for this. If you can get hold of hand sanitiser your guests will appreciate
the convenience. However, washing thoroughly with soap and water is just as effective!
Check on hygiene standards
Several large hotel chains have announced rigorous measures that they are taking to help
combat the spread. These measures include increased presence of hand sanitisers, more
thorough cleaning measures and keeping in line with the latest directives from public health
organisations. If you’re concerned about your venue’s hygiene standards, don’t be afraid to
ask them what their processes are. Ask how they’re planning to keep up with the latest safety
measures and whether they’re intending to perform a deep clean.
Cut out high-risk guests
Encourage anyone who is planning on travelling from overseas, or those with any cold or flulike symptoms to stay at home. Ask your videographer if they can set up a live video link so
guests can still be part of the day from a distance.
Minimise physical contact
A measure that has been widely recommended is to keep physical contact to a minimum and
distance guests at least 2 metres apart unless they are of the same household. Of course, at a
wedding, it’s always nice to have hugs, kisses, and handshakes, but once again the best policy
to adopt is the one which most reduces the risk.

